
The session met on July 7 
and had a very productive 
meeting.  We  had a dis-
cussion on where the 
church needs to go from 
here and do we want a full 
time or part  time minis-
ter.  Session all agreed a 
full time pastor would 
help us move foward.  We 
also discussed the many 
strengths of our congrega-
tion and what we have to 
offer a new minister.  Lin-
da Smith mentioned that 
the interim pastor search 
would be the shortest 
process.  So a committee 
was formed consisting of 
Barb Burlew,  Bob Lauch-
ner and Jillanna Mercer.  
They have developed a 
mission statement that 

will be used to start the 
search.  Thanks for their 

hard work.  

Repair and maintenance 
has began on the manse.  
Several trees have been 
removed and the siding on 
the church has been fixed.  
Thanks to the trustees for 

all their work.   

Social hour on Sunday’s 
after church has been a 
great success.  It is won-
derful to be able to visit 
and catch up with one 
another as well as all the 

delicious goodies. 

Check out philopres.com 
for all the great picture of 

the summer. 

From Session: 

Evening of Conversation 

The next Adult Fellow-
ship Gathering is being 
organized. A panel dis-
cussing the value of mis-
sion trips, at home and 
abroad is being formed. 
Mission participates will 
talk about their        

experiences. 

 Questions to be ex-
plored will include “why 
should we care what 
happens over there? 
And “what good will 
come of this?“  Mem-
bers of the                

congregations and their 
friends are invited to be 
a part of the conversa-

tion. 

Date and time to be 

announced. 

PHONE:   

217-684-2317 
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The Philo Tolono Youth traveled 
to Charleston South Carolina the 
week of July 5 through 12, to 
participate in the “Week of 
Hope” Mission and Service Trip 
organized by Group Ministries. 
Our group consisted of 16 high 
school kids, ages 15 to 17 and 
five adults, including trip leaders 
Susie Fisher, Bonnie Woolard 

and Mary Simon.   

One of the best parts of these 
trips is the opportunity to meet 
and work with new people. 
PTYG members served church 
and community run day camps 
for kids; an orphanage for young 
boys and teens; retirement 

homes; a food bank and clothing 
distribution center.  They also 
served in peoples’ homes, helping 
with yard or house work. As 
always, it was fun to watch friend-
ships form as kids from different 
backgrounds and geographic are-

as work together in service.  

The theme for the week was 
“repair”, and our evening worship 
focused on strengthening or 
“repairing” our own relationships 

with God.  

Of course no trip is all work.  
We visited downtown Charleston 
for a carriage tour and southern 
barbeque dinner.  We went to 

Folly Beach for fun in the sun and 

sand. 

This was the first mission trip 
experience for several of our 
members, it was awesome to see 
our group connect, both with 
each other and with new friends, 
in worship, service, and fellow-

ship.   

We again want to thank this con-
gregation for all the support you 
provide. We couldn’t take these 
trips without your help and many 

prayers.  

 

PTYG Travels to the Land of Sweet Tea and Chick-fil-A 
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Front row, left to right: Leah Buhr, Callie Robinson, Myla Stacy, Brooke Porter, Madison 

Routh, Bonnie Woolard 
Row 2: Susie Fisher, Lauren Kirby, Chris Schweighart, Mikala Hannah, Faith Shannon, Morgan 

Amdor, McKenzie Fisher, Gracie Schweighart, Taylor Hamilton, Sophie Woolard 
Back Row: Jeff Bragg, Jack Gady, Jordan Fisher, Mary Simon 



Rachel Bass-Guennewig 
will be leading a yoga re-
treat August 23rd; 9 AM 
– Noon in Fellowship 

Hall. 

While the focus is a 
“Beginner’s Retreat”; you 
don’t need to be a begin-
ner to have a wonderful 
time learning more about 

yoga and yourself. 

Here Rachel briefly de-

scribes yoga -  

“The origin of yoga was a 
practice to prepare your-
self for prayer & medita-
tion.  So, while I like to 
say that yoga is a spiritual 
practice – it’s the practice 
BEFORE the spiritual 
practice.  Yoga was creat-
ed as a way to quiet the 
busy, judgmental, nega-
tive, and trivial mind so 
that a person could actu-
ally pray.  Yoga comes 
from the word “yoke”; to 

bind, connect, bring to-
gether.  So, yoga is con-
necting mind, body, and 
spirit.  I describe it this 
way — we go through 
the body, to quiet the 
mind, and rest in the spir-

it.” 

If you are new to yoga or 
an experienced yogini, 
mark your calendar for a 
morning of learning and 

stretching! 

 

Yoga Retreat 

 

Wednesday Kids 

had to get them clean 
again.  It was hard 

work.   

The last week we had a 
small lesson and then 
had a water balloon 
toss with beach towels 
and then also with our 
hands.  Some finally fig-
ured out how to throw 

the balloons with the 
towels but I am not 
sure if anyone actually 
caught one (it’s a lot 

harder than it looks).   

Wednesday’s Kids has 
been a lot of fun this 
summer.  We learned 
how to take care of the 
Earth and recycle what 
we use.  One week we 
learned how hard it is 
to clean up after an oil 
spill.  We took the ani-
mals, placed them in 
the oil water and then 
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